
Careers Department 
university applicants

Dear Year 12 families, 

This document is for students planning on pursing TAFE or university study in 
the future. The Careers Department has a long tradition of offering individualised 
support services to our students and their families and offers some of the most 
comprehensive university application and offers support service programs in 
Australia. 

The Careers Department strives to ensure that each student transitions smoothly 
through the university application process and from the College into further 
education, employment, and training.

We also enjoy close working relationships with TAFE and university institutes, local 
industry, and small business. This ensures our students are given timely access 
to current labour market information, new employment and training programs, 
changes to university programs, and employment opportunities. 

The Department contacts our Year 12 graduates twice in the year after they 
graduate and over 200 past students from up to 11 years ago access careers 
services each year. 

We are a College that cares about our graduates and our graduates often speak 
fondly about their time at Catholic College. 

August - February 2020 will be very busy months for those who will be applying for 
university and TAFE courses. I encourage all families to utilise the services on offer 
during this time period. 

Remember - careers are no longer ‘chosen’, and change is constant. You are on a 
lifelong career journey which may encompass study, training, volunteering, travel, 
and changing occupations. 

The next step in your pathway after school is just that - a step. Your career 
development will grow as your interests, passions, knowledge of the world, 
strengths, skills, and values do. 

Sandie McKoy, Career Education and Development Leader

University application Support Service

The Careers Department offers the following one to one and family support 
services for students applying for university courses:

• Courses: identifying suitable courses, sorting preferences, and determining 
pathway and back up options

• Applications: course applications via state based Tertiary Admission Centres, 
Early Admission Programs, Guaranteed Entry Programs, Scholarships, 
Accommodation, and Special Entry Access Schemes.

• Events: advising Open Day dates and information sessions. 
• Contacts: advising suitable contacts for each university
• Cost analysis: advising costs of courses, HEC-HELP loans, accommodation. 



university applications

introduction

In August, you will be able to start the following processes:

• Apply for courses via the relevant state-based Tertiary Admission Centre (TAC)

• Apply for Special Entry Access Schemes via the relevant TAC.

• Apply for scholarships if you plan to study in 2020 (some scholarships can be
deferred).

• Apply for accommodation if you plan to study in 2020 (some accommodation
can be deferred).

• Apply for Early Entry programs (if relevant).

KEY DATES

Through one-to-one and family appointments, I will work to ensure that each 
student is supported through key application periods. Key dates for Victoria, NSW 
and Canberra TACs are attached to this email. 

Other states have their own dates. Please see me for information.  

 

The following are snippet’s of 
feedback from some of our grads 
about their satisfaction with the 
Careers Department

“used all forms of communication 
which was effective in reaching lots 
of people”  

“I found face-to-face meeting 
the most effective medium 
of communication. However, 
Facebook and email was also very 
effective” 

“always going above and beyond 
what they are expected to do to 
ensure everyone is happy”

“constant stream of fantastic and 
relevant information”

“has always gone over and above 
with every student that seeks their 
help, even those ones who don’t”

“was always engaged in 
conversation and I felt they 
genuinely cared. Always had great 
knowledge regarding any possible 
career path I confronted them 
with and I always walked out of 
a meeting feeling more confident 
about my future (which at times I 
was quite concerned about)” 

 “has helped, and continues to help 
countless students with their future, 
but also with the present” 

“really understood me and the 
process to achieve my goal. I 
couldn’t have done it without them”

“exceptional service- approachable, 
helpful and wonderful to talk to”

“always walked out of a meeting 
with better understanding and wider 
knowledge on pathways for me”  

“couldn’t have asked for a more 
informed, patient, organised and 
accomodating careers advisor” 

“knowing that their knowledge and 
genuine interest in you as a person 
only makes their service invaluable”  



Please do the following before having a meeting with Sandie

Search for university courses in each state

Use the course search function to explore - course 
options, prerequisites, selection criteria, and subject 
bonus points.

• Victoria - www.vtac.edu.au

• NSW/ACT - www.uac.edu

• QLD - www.qtac.edu.au

• SA/NT - www.satac.edu.au

• Tas - www.utas.edu.au

• WA - www.tisc.edu.au

VTAC - Victorian courses (from 5 Aug.)

1. Register for an account: www.vtac.edu.au
> follow the steps to create a VTAC account >
write down your account number and pin

2. Apply for at least one course: login to your
VTAC account > click on the link to apply for
courses > follow the steps and place one
course into your preference list. This can be
deleted later

3. Pay your VTAC registration fee: login to your
VTAC account > click on the payment link >
use a credit card or Pay Pal to pay the one off
registration fee

UAC - NSW and ACT courses (from 1 Aug.)

1. Register for an account and apply for
at least one course: www.uac.edu.au >
undergraduate > follow the steps to create a
UAC account and apply for at least one course
> print off the application summary.

2. Pay your UAC registration fee: on the last
page of the application summary will be
information on how to pay the application fee,
or you can pay the fee during step 1.

to do - step 2
Once you have completed the above initial 
steps, please make a time to see me. I will 
assist you to complete the following:

• Special Entry Access Schemes

• Early Entry

• Accommodation applications

• Scholarship applications

• Completing your initial preference list

to do - step 1



OCCUPATION IDEAS FROM PAST STUDENTS 

 

Nathan Laurent
Audio Engineering, http://bit.ly/2a2p71L 

I love my course. I have got to create sound for games, compose scores for film 
and TV, record a band to tape, and mix and organise a live gig. VET Lighting & 
Sound Recording was perfect for transitioning into my particular course because it 
gave me a head start and great insight into the work I would do at university.

Riley Payne
Commercial Pilot, http://bit.ly/29VKbVX

My job involves low-level power line survey operations across the whole of NSW. 
The job entails 7-16 day periods of deployment to various towns and locations 
across NSW. The flying is both challenging and rewarding with some great views; 
the end focus is to gain enough experience to enter the crop-dusting industry. 

Bronte Spiteri
Politics/International Relations and French, http://bit.ly/2a2CqiZ 

I love traveling and learning about new cultures and the relationships between 
different nations, so international studies is something I find really interesting. 
Studying French benefits my degree. The course also has a lot of opportunities for 
exchange to a number of different universities and for short courses in the summer 
and winter breaks overseas. 

Kacey Berry
Interior Architecture, http://bit.ly/2ax9jCv

A day in the life of interior architecture is basically sketching, designing, maybe 
sitting there for hours trying to get a design out of your head and onto paper, 
using design and rendering programs, getting a design brief to exceed clients 
needs and wants – being creative and thinking outside the box. My school arts 
subjects prepared me in being in a creative state of mind always, as when you do 
architecture you will never look at a single design detail or a room the same again.

Dewald Hein
Games Programming, http://bit.ly/29VKVKI 

I’m currently working as a games programmer at my second games studio, 
working on different video games for a range of platforms, from PC to console and 
mobile. What I love about my job is that it’s very interesting being able to see the 
‘behind-the-scenes’ of my profession, and being able to work with new hardware 
and software that most people won’t be able to see for a very long time.



OCCUPATION IDEAS FROM PAST STUDENTS 

Jake Curtis
Economics and Finance, http://bit.ly/2abK6zy 

Economics is a social science, it studies how consumers make decisions, how 
we can influence those decisions with motivators to make the world better or 
worse off. A mix of sociology and maths to make sense of the world we live in in 
a rational, logical manner. If you want to understand the decision making behind 
government policy, interest rates, share markets, banks or even just how people 
decide to spend their own money, economics is a very useful course to study.

Riley Damm
Cabinetmaker, http://bit.ly/2abJ5aS

I love learning different things that a lot of people don’t really know about that is 
involved in the cabinetmaking business and how everything is done and what you 
learn on and off site. Making not only kitchens, bathrooms and laundries but big 
commercial jobs and making reception desks, fire places, mantle pieces, restoring 
older cabinets to private jobs that people want done. 

Claire De Koyer
Lawyer, http://bit.ly/2adtk4R

I work as a graduate lawyer in a global law firm in Melbourne. Every day I do 
something different. The law is such a complex, extensive and dynamic profession 
and every day I learn something new. In my law course at uni, I was continually 
being challenged and stretched. It took me to China and across the continent of 
Europe. I met people from diverse backgrounds with diverse interests and different 
ways of viewing the world, the law, and the role of lawyers in society. 

Therase Gleeson
Emergency Nurse, http://bit.ly/2aiZ889

On a daily basis I could be doing any number of tasks, to name only a few: 
administering medications, cleaning and dressing wounds, providing assistance 
with emergency medicine, providing health care education, lending an ear to 
someone’s worries, holding someone’s hand when they’re scared, assisting 
someone to die with dignity and assisting patients with tasks that many people 
take for granted like bathing, eating and walking.

Hayley Maggs
Radiation Therapist, http://bit.ly/2abJeuY 

Radiation therapy utilises high energy X-rays to target cancer cells, while sparing 
healthy tissue. It is a highly technical profession, requiring excellent problem 
solving skills. It combines a technical background with patient care, which is 
something that I love and is very rewarding. I have lost count of the number of 
boxes of chocolates I have received from patients, even as a student!


